2024 PM>5NAAQS Standards

Fact Sheet
What is the new PM2;s standard?

Under the Clean Air Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is required to review
the primary (health-based) and secondary (welfare-based) National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS) for certain pollutants every five years. On February 7, 2024, EPA lowered
the annual fine particulate matter (PM2.5) standard in the outdoor air from 12.0 micrograms per
cubic meter (pg/m?) to 9.0 pg/m>. This new standard is effective on May 6, 2024. The daily
PM: s standard (35 pg/m?), PMo standard (150 pg/m?), and secondary PM standards did not
change as part of this reconsideration.

Sources of fine particulate matter include fuel combustion, vehicle exhaust, industrial processes,
wildfires and prescribed fires, as well as dust from roads, construction, agricultural and livestock
operations.

What is the Air Quality Index?

The Air Quality Index (AQI) is a national air standard rating system developed by EPA for
reporting daily air quality. The AQI provides information on the associated health effects that
might be of concern at the current levels being measured. The AQI is divided into six categories.
Each category is assigned a specific color to make it easier to understand whether air pollution is
reaching unhealthy levels. For example, the color orange means that conditions are “unhealthy
for sensitive groups,” while red means that conditions may be “unhealthy for everyone.”
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https://airgeorgia.org/aqiexplained.html

With this new standard in mind, will an increased number of air-quality alert days mean
that the air quality in my area is getting worse?

Not necessarily. For example, a day with a daily PM» s concentration of 10.0 pg/m* would have
been classified as “Good” (green) under the previous PM> s standard, but would now be
classified as “Moderate” (yellow) under the new PM3 s standard. The air quality (in terms of the
amount of particulate matter in the air) would be the same in both instances, but under the new
PM; 5 standard the AQI would fall into a higher category. In this example, the air quality has not
decreased, but the higher AQI category simply reflects a more stringent standard that offers
greater protection for public health.

What are the next steps?
EPA will work with the states to designate areas within the state as attainment (meeting) or

nonattainment (not meeting) the new standard. For any area(s) that are not meeting the
standard, the state will develop and implement a plan to come into attainment within six years.

EPA and states compile and assess air quality data about fine particle levels over the most recent three years.

Year 1

Governors submit recommendations to EPA for areas to be "designated” as meeting or not meeating the revised
standard within ocne year after EPA issues the final rule.

EPA responds to these recommendations. The public has an opportunity to comment during the SIP
development process.

T
EPA designates areas as attainment or nonattainment.

States develop and implement plans to meet the new standard. This is 2 1-2 year process with opportunity for
public comment.
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States work with EPA along the way to meet the standards within & years.




